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Distribution characteristics of sedimentary environment in the Ariake and
Yatsushiro Seas based on observed data
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We have collected and organized the bottom sediment data that has been recently investigated in the Ariake and Yatsushiro
Seas and have divided sea area of the Ariake and Yatsushiro Seas by cluster analysis using physical and chemical
properties of sediments. As a result of consideration, It was suggested that in the mid-bay and mouth of the Ariake Sea,
the suspension carried by the tidal residual current toward the mouth of the bay from the inner part of bay is deposited.
According to distribution characteristics of total phosphorus concentration, we have found that deterioration of sediment
environment is not only due to progress of siltation in the Yatsushiro Sea.
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